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The Consciousness of Will

By the Fireside — September 22, 2006

There is a difference between working with the consciousness of Love and working with
the consciousness of Will. Understanding the difference between these two aspects of
consciousness is a first step from Discipleship to Mastership.

The stimulation in consciousness brought this year by the energies coming during the full moon of
Leo has presented an opportunity for Disciples to focus their identity on a new state of conscious-
ness. This new state of consciousness can be approached as if it were a “door” through which
one has to pass. This symbolic door, triangular in shape, has as its apex the state of consciousness
known as THE WiLL To Sacririce, while the other two angles of this triangle, at its base, are formed by
the states of consciousness of Love and THE CREATIVE INTELLIGENCE. To approach the threshold of this
door one must synthesize these three states of consciousness into one. THE WiLL To SACRIFICE is the
key and the central approach to make this synthesis possible now in the new planetary cycle that we
started under the Seventh Ray.

How is this process of synthesis in consciousness accomplished?

There are not actions, studies or mental formulas of any type to accomplish this synthesis. As the
objective is a synthesis in consciousness so the work must be done with consciousness — that is, with
planned movements of consciousness aimed towards an intuitionally-sensed new state of conscious-
ness. These movements in consciousness can only be described through symbolism, and here we
will consider a familiar symbol to make the task approachable.

The process of synthesis in consciousness through THE WILL To SacriFicE can be described, symboli-
cally, as a “renunciation of the World, the Devil and the Flesh”. This is analogous to the process the
Master Jesus experienced during the forty days of vigil in the desert before He started his public ap-
pearance. It must be noted, however, that for the Initiate this “desert experience” means something
different from the typical Christian interpretation of it.

By looking under a new light the meaning of the expressions “the World”, “the Devil” and “the
Flesh”, we will be able to grasp the task ahead for those Disciples whose opportunity is now.
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Renouncing the World

For the Initiate “the World” is the system of relationships that one has created throughout hundreds
of incarnations along the human experience. This system of relationships is vast, extending through
time and space, and encompassing all types and levels of relationships: with our human form, fam-
ily, friends, society, nation, cultural group, humanity, the natural world and even with our fellow
travelers along the spiritual path, with the spiritual dimensions, and with Divinity Itself. All of these
are “the World”.

The creation of this system of relationships is a natural result of the evolutionary process. It serves
the purpose of moving one’s consciousness to progressively focus and to intelligently simplify our
sense of identity. This progression in consciousness moves one from identification with the masses,
passing through a self-identity, to eventually identifying with THe Ong, Divinity, where relationships
are no longer seen by the “eye” of consciousness... just an all-pervading and organic Beingness.

It is important to realize that all relationships are, for our sense of identity, a frame of reference
which is the result or the creation of our emotional and mental activities. In other words, one’s rela-
tionships have no real existence in Time and Space because the threads of energy and substance of
the Cosmos connects us all in equal ways to each other and to the rest of the Cosmos. Relationships
only exist in our consciousness as identity-stimulating mechanisms that help us define “who we think
and feel we are”. The only true and real existence in Time and Space is the all-pervading and or-
ganic Beingness that we call THe ONg, Divinity. Thus, “renouncing the World” is a process of freeing
one’s identity from the shackles imposed by emotions and thoughts and is a process of discovering,
instead, the freedom of pure Existence.

To understand how this “renunciation” is accomplished, let’s use the symbolism of the spiritual Path,
which will also help us understand the type of “door” that is today within the reach of a number of
Disciples.

Regardless of how one chooses to see the spiritual Path, on it there are always found two “doors”
where two major shifts in our sense of identity occur: one “door” is at the beginning of the Path,
the other one is at its end.

The first “door” is found at the turning point between mass identification and self-identity, and it is
crossed when one consciously starts traveling the spiritual Path.

The second “door” is found at the turning point between self-identity and Pure Being identity, and
it is crossed when one “renounces the World, the Devil and the Flesh”.

It is today well known how one starts the journey of the spiritual Path; but little is known regarding
how one “renounces the World, the Devil and the Flesh”. Present day Disciples need to discover this
knowledge and make it available to humanity as a growing number of human beings will arrive at
the threshold of this “door” in the decades to come. The law of analogy can help with this discovery
because there are similarities and parallels between the crossing of each “door” on the spiritual Path.
Let’s see these.

Similarities:
% Both crossings are arrived at through a natural expansion of consciousness that cannot be
forced, much as a flower bud opens up when it is internally ready to open.

% Both crossings are the result of a renunciation of a sense of identity that no longer satisfies one-
self.
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% Both crossings are energized by an intuitional perception that one is something greater than the
present state of identity.

Parallels:

¢ Crossing the entrance to the spiritual Path is an act of renunciation regarding identification with
one’s emotional life.

Crossing the door to Pure Being is an act of renunciation regarding identification with one’s
mental life.

¢ Crossing the entrance to the spiritual Path is a shift in consciousness from using the intelligence
of Intellect as a mechanism for defining one’s identity to using the intelligence of Love.

Crossing the door to Pure Being is a shift in consciousness from using the intelligence of Love as
a mechanism for defining one’s identity to using the intelligence of Will.

¢ The crossing of the entrance to the spiritual Path is anchored in the daily life with disciplines
aimed to submit the physical body to a new and higher rhythm — and, by extension, to submit
the self to a new and higher rhythm.

The crossing of the door to Pure Being is anchored in the daily life with the imposition of a new
rhythm to the etheric body by means of creative visualizations aimed to serve the Divine Plan
— and, by extension, to refocus the “eye” of consciousness away from the self.

“Renouncing the World” is then a renunciation of the need to define our sense of identity within the
parameters provided by the system of relationships that we created while identifying with our emo-
tions, feelings and thoughts. This is accomplished through the sacrifice of our sense of separation
from the all-pervading and organic Beingness in which we exist — a separation that is fostered by
our mental life. It is accomplished through the sacrifice of our need to love some beings differently
from others — specially those close to us in this incarnation. And it is accomplished through the
sacrifice of our long time impulse to perfect oneself — that is, through the sacrifice of the spiritual
Path itself.

For those Disciples who today have in front of them the opportunity to cross the second and last
“door” of the spiritual Path, “renouncing the World” is possible because, naturally, several processes
are already taking place in their consciousness. These processes signify readiness and they are:

First, as a result of relentless efforts to live in the Presence of The One, their mental life focus is
rapidly shifting from the concrete, intellectual mind to the abstract mind illuminated by the Intu-
ition — this process gives them the force of will to detach themselves and their sense of identity
from their thought life.

Second, the Love aspect of their spiritual nature has matured to the point that they are com-
pletely detached from the astral, emotional life of those close to them and of all humanity — this
process gives them “the understanding of the heart” or “the intelligence of Love” to make im-
personal and illuminated decisions regarding their affairs and their service to the Plan.

Third, their etheric body’s sensitivity to energies and forces is rapidly increasing as they follow
an inner prompt to serve the Plan through the creative manipulation and visualization of ener-
gies — this process opens for them Sources of Inspiration and Revelation and makes of them a
source of inspiration to others.

Thus, “renouncing the World” is not a matter of desiring or wanting to cross that “door” in conscious-
ness at the end of the spiritual Path. It is a matter of having arrived, in consciousness, to the thresh-
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old of this door. It is a matter of readiness to apply THE WILL To Sacririce upon oneself and upon the
sense of identity attached to it.

Renouncing the Deuvil

For the Initiate “the Devil” refers to the dualist view of all things and beings that has created in the
human consciousness the notions of good and evil, right and wrong, like and dislike, and so on, in
that continuous categorizing of the many facets of life that one experiences. This is responsible for
the systems of values of all kinds that humanity uses to rule its life and activities.

This dualistic view of all things and beings by the human consciousness is a side effect of the innate
tendency in one’s identity to move from one state of conscious identity to a more expanded one
under the pressure of the evolutionary process. In other words, it is the side effect of that constant
re-definition of our sense of self away from the not-self that all human beings experience. Again,
this natural process has as its purpose the moving of one’s consciousness to progressively focus and
to intelligently simplify our sense of identity from identification with the masses, passing through a
self-identity, to eventually identifying with THE ONg, Divinity Itself, where dualities are no longer seen
by the “eye” of consciousness, just an all-pervading and organic Oneness.

Duality in consciousness is thus the emotional and mental response to the impact of one’s surround-
ings upon our sense of identity. But this emotional and mental response to “external” impacts takes
place only because we anchor our sense of identity in our emotions, feelings and thoughts.

This experience of duality in consciousness is the experience of “the Devil”, and to it the one to be
Initiate renounces through the realization that “the Devil” does not have a real existence in Time and
Space. Dualities of all types and classes only exist in “the eye of the beholder”. In other words, they
are a transitory state of consciousness during the human experience. They are a mere mechanism in
consciousness for assisting us in defining our sense of self-identity. The only true and real existence
in Time and Space is the all-pervading and organic Beingness that has chosen to explore creativity
and creation through a multitude of individual experiences and moments in time.

“Renouncing the Devil” is very much the same process as “renouncing the World”. All that was said
about it applies to “renouncing the Devil” because “renouncing the World, the Devil and the Flesh” is
one synthetic process or experience — “the desert experience” or the experience of the steady and
relentless application of THE WiLL To SAcRrIFICE upon oneself.

As the central point of “renouncing the World” is the sacrifice of all relationships as a mechanism to
define our sense of identity, the central point of “renouncing the Devil” is the sacrifice of the power
of choice or freewill to also help define our sense of identity. This is so because the sense of duality
(that is, the creator of “the Devil”) is born from choices... from continuously choosing between “who
one is” and “who one is not”.

It must be emphasized that it is not freewill itself that is sacrificed “to renounce the Devil”. What is
sacrificed is the use of freewill choice as a mechanism to define “who one is”. Let’s study this. Up to
the first “door” on the spiritual Path, all the choices one makes have a self-centered motive. Later,
after crossing this first “door” and somewhere before arriving to the threshold of the second “door”,
all choices one makes have in them a measure of selfless motive. The point to realize here is that
in both cases, regarding self-centered and selfless choices, the self is still the point of reference for
making choices. In other words, as long as self-identity is at the center of our consciousness, we are
still seeing all things and beings through the eyes of duality. Crossing the second “door” requires the
renunciation of this dualistic self and the embrace of the identity of the One Self — the one reality:
the all-pervading and organic Beingness that one essentially is.
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Readiness “to renounce the Devil” is arrived at naturally as one lives in consciousness the same three
processes described before for “renouncing the World”:

Living in the Presence of The One: this practice shifts the focus of the mental life from the con-
crete, rationalizing mind to the abstract mind illuminated by the Intuition — the result is an
empowerment in consciousness, THE WILL To SacRrIFICE, to detach one’s sense of self and identity
from the thought life.

Loving all beings without expecting anything in return: this practice frees our sense of identity
from the emotional, desire, feeling life of those around us and of all humanity — the result is that
wisdom to make impersonal and illuminated decisions regarding one’s affairs and service to the
Plan; again, THE WILL TO SACRIFICE.

Serving the Plan through a regular and rhythmic creative visualization of energies and forces: this
practice matures the etheric body and awakens the potency of its energy centers, — the result is
a rapport with Sources of Inspiration and Revelation, a vitalization of one’s being and actions to
be a source of inspiration to others, and the power to be an effective co-creator with the Plan;
once more, THE WILL TO SACRIFICE.

Renouncing the Flesh

For the Initiate “the Flesh” refers to the sense of individuality that every human being develops in
consciousness through the long series of incarnations in the human form.

Individuality is a result in consciousness produced by the long experience of enjoying the apparent
separate existence that the human form provides. It is a natural result of the evolutionary process
in the human kingdom. But this experience of an apparent separate existence while in the human
form produces a mix in consciousness of two different things: identity and individuality. This mix in
consciousness is a confusion of the Observer with the instrument of observation. It is the identifica-
tion of the Observer with its instrument of observation.

Individuality is, in fact, no more than an instrument of observation or a vantage point in conscious-
ness that one uses to observe with the “eye” of consciousness the panorama of the entire Universe
while one is immersed in the same Universe. Individuality is just that, a vantage point or window in
consciousness through which one can gain direct understanding of numberless forms and energies
without losing oneself in them.

To grasp what individuality truly is let’s consider the state of consciousness of the animals. Animals
on Earth have an instinctual consciousness. With this type of consciousness they live completely
identified with their environment. That is, their instinctual consciousness does not allow them to
distinguish the Observer, the mechanism of observation, and the field of observation — in their
consciousness they are the three of them... they are, in their consciousness, the natural world itself.
Human beings, on the other hand, have a consciousness of an intellectual self. With this type of
consciousness they can see the field of observation (that is, the numberless forms and energies of
the Universe) separate from their consciousness. However, this intellectual self does not distinguish
its sense of identity, that is the Observer (the self), from the mechanism of observation, that is the
individuality (which includes the intellect).

Identity, on the other hand, has nothing to do with the intellect or with the triplicity of Observer,
mechanism of observation, and field of observation. Identity is none of these three. Instead, it is the
essential reality that one is, independent from Time and Space, an abstraction to Time and Space.
It is Pure Being or that Something which wills to create and use Time and Space to grow in un-
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derstanding of Itself. Identity, therefore, uses energy, motion or change (all synonymous terms) to
create and experience states of Consciousness and Form, yet while remaining completely free from
them for Its own existence.

It is this realization of the transitoriness of individuality and of the purity and freedom of identity
what the Initiate awakens in consciousness at the crossing of the second and last “door” of the
spiritual Path. As the instinctual consciousness of the animal mixes into one thing the identity, the
individuality and the information received from “the external world”... and as the intellectual con-
sciousness of the human mixes into one thing the identity and the individuality... it is the intuitional
consciousness at the second “door” that reveals that one’s identity is free from individuality and from
all information received from the “external world”.

The awakening of this realization of one’s essential Identity is the supreme act of THE WiLL To Sac-
riFicE during “the desert experience”. In a real sense, “renouncing the Flesh” — or the movement
in consciousness from the confinement of a self-identity to the freedom of Pure Being identity — is
made possible by the renunciation of “the World” and “the Devil”. When these two aspects of re-
nunciation have done their work in consciousness, then the renunciation of “the Flesh” follows suit,
naturally and as a consequence.

A closing thought: Even though for most human beings the terms ‘renunciation’ and ‘sacrifice’ usu-
ally have a negative connotation, for the Initiate “renouncing the World, the Devil and the Flesh” is a
positive act energized by the Will. In a sense, the use of THE WiLL To SacriFice is the opposite pole of
the physical and emotional renunciations of the beginner on the spiritual Path, whose renunciations
are focused on giving up and letting go of self-centered desires, emotions and thoughts to replace
them with selfless ones. For the Initiate it is another matter altogether. It is not a giving up or letting
go. It is a positive or creative act focused on moving one’s sense of identity to a timeless and space-
less dynamic existence in the all-pervading and organic nature of Pure Being — all made possible
by the transformation of the “eye” of consciousness with which one sees “the World, the Devil and

the Flesh”.

Commentaries:

1. At the risk of ascribing to the Initiates of the Light a ‘religious attitude’ — as humanity under-
stands this expression and which the Initiates do not have — a way to understand the process
of ‘sacrifice’ that is required “to renounce the World, the Devil and the Flesh” is to see it as a ‘sa-
credization’ or ‘making sacred’ one’s consciousness and the “eye” through which one sees all.
By ‘making sacred’ the “eye”, all what the beholder sees will be sacredness.

The “eye” of consciousness is that faculty that all sentient beings have to observe, process and
understand all sorts of experiences creating with them a view or a sense of “what one is” and
“what one is not”. The process of ‘making sacred’ this faculty is the process of freeing it from
the filters imposed by one’s emotions, desires, feelings and thought creations so that the “eye”
of consciousness can see all things as they truly are... an all-pervading Sacredness.

2. The opportunity to arrive at the threshold of the second “door” of the spiritual Path and “to
renounce the World, the Devil and the Flesh” is now available to a significant number of Disciples
today in incarnation. Their use of THE WILL To SacriFick is the gift that they will offer to humanity.
When they will have advanced on this process, humanity will feel in consciousness the impact
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of it and a large number of human beings will progressively detach themselves from materialistic
living. Thus free from materialistic living, they will foster an age of goodness, beauty and truth.

Opportunities of this nature are rare in the evolutionary process. Utilizing this current cycle of
opportunity is thus suggested since the next such cycle will not occur until a very long time has
passed.

3. The exercise of THE WILL To SAcRIFICE upon one’s sense of identity produces, as a byproduct, the
complete activation of the heart energy center in the etheric body — it is this chakra that gives
flow to the Will as an aspect of the energy of Life. The effect of the activation of the heart energy
center is an awakening or vivification of the primordial cell of the body, located in the heart. In
turn, the vivification of this primordial cell produces, eventually, the perfect and healthy body of
the Initiate.

On a larger scale, a similar event will occur when the heart center of the planet will be fully ac-
tive. Then the primordial cell within the planet will be vivified to eventually produce perfection
in all the kingdoms of Nature. This planetary event will have a great impact on the entire Solar
System.

4. What is the experience of the Initiate after the second “door” is crossed?

What kind of identity does the Initiate embrace through the process of “renouncing the World,
the Devil and the Flesh”?

These are valid questions for the inquiring mind, though no mental representation can ever de-
scribe the nature of the identity that one becomes. Two attempts made by Krishna to describe
this state of Being can be recalled here in the hope that they will awaken some measure of un-
derstanding. Here they are:
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“Having pervaded the whole Universe with a fragment of my Self,
| remain.”

A M K

“As | am unborn, timeless and everlasting,
The One who passes not away.
As | am the Lord of Being,
As Lord over the processes of Consciousness
I manifest through the wondrous power of the Word.”

Copyright © 2005-2006 The Synthesist
Some rights reserved. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons “Attribution—-NonCommercial-ShareAlike” 2.5
License. To view a copy of this license, visit... http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-ncsa/2.5/

The Consciousness of Will — Page 7




